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AUSTRALIAN OF THE YEAR AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Science and Innovation) [2.16 pm]:  Members will be aware of 
the national and international standing of the Western Australian biotechnology sector.  Thanks largely to the 
enterprise of doctors and scientists over many decades, this state is incredibly well placed to develop 
biotechnology as a significant employment and wealth-creating industry.  For this reason the Carpenter 
government has decided to make biotechnology one of the four key pillars of its beyond the boom initiative, and 
the release of its biotechnology strategy earlier this year has provided the industry with a framework that will see 
it grow and prosper. 

Western Australia is very lucky to have such high-calibre people working in the sector, including a couple of 
Western Australians of the Year and a couple of Nobel laureates, to name but a few.  The Nobel laureates, 
Professor Barry Marshall and Emeritus Professor Robin Warren, are also Western Australia’s biotechnology 
ambassadors.  I was very pleased to hear that both men were announced as Western Australian recipients in the 
2007 Australian of the Year Awards at the weekend.  As members will be aware, Barry and Robin won the 
Nobel prize for their discovery of the cause of gastritis and peptic ulcer disease.  Their work has transformed our 
understanding of the cause of stomach ulcers, resulting in a new approach to therapy and new treatments that are 
simple, cheap and effective.  I congratulate both men for their award and for the work they are doing to promote 
and develop the biotechnology sector in Western Australia. 

The Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests and I also congratulate the other Western Australian 
recipients in the 2007 Australian of the Year Awards, Dr Kenneth Collins of Claremont, Darren Lomman of 
Cloverdale, Yvonne Bali of Sorrento and James Hamersley of Walkaway. 
 


